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HOW TO BUILD A HOUSE 


Without AN ARCHITECT 


Reprinted frem the Michigan MONTHLY BULLETIN 


1. Let it be knewn that you own a lot and intend to build. The best way is to let your wife tell it at the 
Ciu: asa secret. This will produce a prodigious crop of advertising matter which you must study night 


after night. Then get a large trunk to keep this stuff in. 


air that you can use it for insu‘ation. 


2.-Subscribe to a magazine like “Home Hand- 
some” or “House and Yard.” Study each issue 
diligently. Clip out everything which appeals to 
vcu. You may not know much about architecture, 
bet yeu know what you ‘ike. Prepare a scrap- 
look of all attractive plans. You should now be 
well advanced in your education. 


3. Select nine or ten of your favorite plans from 
your scrap-book and prozeed to combine all the 
best featrres of each in a new and original plan. 
Fcr this you wi'l need cross-section paper and a 6H 
pencil which must be kept very sharp. 


4. If, in your plan, you find the stair running 
smack against a chimney, or if a bath-rcom per- 
sists in remaining in the very middle of things 
without a windew, or if there is no room for the 
kitchen sink, do not despair. A good maneuver 
is to turn your plan upside down and start over. 
Always remember that the second floor is just 
ebove the first, except in Southern California. 


5. Do not | e disturbed if your plan does not seem 
to fit your lot. The modern method is to engage 
a steem shovel to make your lot fit the plan. 


6. Prepare a list of the many short-cuts and de- 
vices that should save you money—those uncon- 
ventional ideas which the regulars in the building 
game never think of, or stubbornly refuse to adopt. 


7. The next prol lem is the b!ue-prints. This is 
one of the silly fetishes in the building business. 
Somebody has to make the blue prints; although 
your wife tcok interior decorating in college, her 
sketches are always apt to be rather vague. May- 
be you can get the F.H.A. to put on a blue-print 
project. 


Do not destroy it because it contains so much 


8. Get some bids on your blue-printed designs. 
You do not need specifications since it is well 
known that all houses are built of just about the 
same materials. When you get your bids, don’t 
forget that even the low bid is too high, and 
should be drastica!ly deflated. Finally, when you 
are ready to go ahead, do not go to the expense 
and trouble of a written contract. A good verkal 
agreement is all that is necessary. There is a lot 
of nonsense about contracts, lien laws, building 
codes and zoning ordinances, which can be ignored 
as superfluous. 


9. As the job proceeds, do not hesitate to make 
changes and improvements. Your verbal agree- 
ment includes all this; anyhow, the builder will 
never think of charging for extras. 


10. When you have your house-warming, secrete 
some dictavhones about the house. You will then 
secure fresh off-the-record criticisms of your work 
from your guests. You can then judge whether 
you are a success as a bui'der. Of course, you will 
not be present at this house-warming. You will 
by this time have suffered a nervous breakdown 
and are on your back muttering. You will soon 
owe the doctor the money you should have paid an 
architect, for there is no peace in store for you; 
every door and window in the house sticks, there 
is a big crack where one corner has settled; the 
cellar, like the great Salt Lake, has many inlets 
for water but no outlets; the front porch has part- 
ed company from the house at the roof line, and 
the sewer refuses to work because it runs up hill. 
Furthermore, the contractor has failed and you 
have nobody to fall back cn except the fe'low who 
told you you could do a professional job in your 
spare time and still live! 
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LETTERS 


Maryland U. Project Commended 


Dear Mr. Englehardt: 


I was delighted to hear your Chapter has proposed a School 
of Architecture at the University of Maryland. 

I think this is a splendid idea, one which I have thought 
of for many years, and I want you to know that, as the 
youngest member of the Board of Regents, and a mem- 
ber of the A.1.A., I will certainly do all I can to help you 
in your endeavor. 


Alvin L. Aubinoe. 


Tennessee’s Experience 


Dear Mr. Englehardt: 


The “Potomac Valley ARCHITECT” is a peppy little pub- 
lication and I always enjoy reading it. I got a big kick 
out of the cartoon in the February Ist issue. 


The article in that issue by Mr. MacIntire was of special 
interest because of our experience here in Tennessee. We 
have no school of architecture in this state, and there was 
quite a bit of pressure a few years ago to start one at the 
University of Tennessee in Knoxville. All of us, of course, 
felt that it would be helpful to the profession to have a 
school of architecture here but we wondered if the present 
or prospective enrollment would justify it. So we asked 
the Southern Regional Education Board to make a survey 
and give us their recommendations. 


Since Walter Taylor worked very close with the 
S.R.E.B. in its survey, I am sure that he has told you about 
the Board’s report titled: “Architects for the South.” 
However, I am sending you a copy in case you haven’t seen 
it. If your efforts to start a school of architecture at the 
University of Maryland should be unsuccessful, you may 
wish to explore the out-of-state tuition assistance which 
is now in effect in Tennessee and if so, you can get further 
information from the Southern Regional Education Board, 
881 Peachtree Street, N. E., Atlanta 9, Georgia. 


Harry B. Tour 
Past President 
Tennessee Society of Architects 


Move for Maryland Architectural 
Course Getting Wide Attention 


The retitions and presentations of Potomac Valley 
for Maryland’s first course of architecture to be 
established at its state university are being her- 
alded in many quarters. 

Members wi!l appreciate the interest shown in the 
letter from Alvin L. Aubinoe, now one of the Uni- 
versity’s regents, and the information from Harry 
B. Tour, past president of the Tennesee Society of 
Architects, which society has engaged in an effort 
for a similar schoo] in the Volunteer State. 

Beycnd the parts of his letter printed in these 
columns, Mr. Tour describes work done in setting 
up a system whereby students from Tennessee 
receive a subsidy from the state of $200 per year 
to cover their cut-of-state tuition at Georgia Tech, 
V. P. I. and Auburn. As we go to press, a story 
written by R, K. Jones covering the facts and opin- 
ions presented to Dr. Wilson H. Elkins, President 
of the University, is being handled by the Dia- 
mondback, student weekly. It is expected to in- 
clude comments ty President Elkins on the Chap- 
ter’s proposal. 


How Our Client Has Changed 


The need for all segments cf the public to be better 
informed as to the requirement in better building 
for the services of the qualified, professional 
architect is well shown in a speech made last 
month by Leon Chatelain, Jr. President of 
AIA, before the Associated General Contractors 
cf America, Inc. He says. “It is very seldom to- 
day that we design a building for one person. 
This is the age of the corporate client — the col- 
lective client, if you will. The criteria for an of- 
fice | uilding are decided by a committee appointed 
by and responsible to a board of directors. A 
church project is supervised by a building commit- 
tee. A school — when the job is planned properly 
— is dependent upon the entire community for 
the conceptval process which guides the design. 
There is no segment of the pul lic to which we can 
point and say — it has no connection with archi- 
tecture and building. The Girl Scout and house- 
wife of today are among the people who will decide 
upon a new civic center, a church, a school, or even 
a tank tomorrow. They wil! participate in plan- 
ning a new kind of architecture — building in the 
mass.’ 


FLASH! WE WILL STAGE PREMIER 
SHOWING OF NEW AIA COLOR FILM 
AT OUR MARCH 3 MEETING 


BE FIRST TO SEE JOHNNY, star of AIA’s new, 
semi-animated color film on school building. His 


school, the film shows, is the best bargain on the 
scheol market today. It’s the product of intensive, 
intelligent teamwork between educators and architect 
—tailored to the very specific requirements of the 
community. 


MONDAY NOON — DON’T MISS IT! 


Fee Schedule Investigation 


Standard architectural fees in neighboring states 
are being investigated by the Baltimore Chapter 
aretory to revising its existing minimum fee 
dule. Potomac Valley’s Office Practice Com- 
mittee will extend all assistance. The fees from 
all areas studied will be superimposed on one graph 
for comparison. 


D. C. Planners Blasted 


The Cepital City’s planning procedures have been 
blasted in a report distributed by Louis Justement, 
chairman of the A. I. A.’s National Capita! Com- 
mittee. Urging a new organization with power 
to “plan. finance and construct” Mr. Justement 
told the Committee of 100 on the Federal City the 
main trouble with D. C. planning groups is they 
have no positive authority for big projects like 
l| ridges and highwavs and the “advisory author- 
ity” they do have ‘merely incites arguments and 
delays”. At the same time, he said the National 
Capital Planning Commission with complete con- 
trol over such matters as housing and urban re- 
newal wastes time on “trivial details instead of the 
creation and realization of a powerful and 
imaginative city plan.” The Committee of 100 
will discuss the Justement report at its March 
meeting. 


Carroll on Reynolds Jury 


Our popular Regional Director, J. Roy Carroll has 
leen named to serve on the jury for the $25.000 
1958 R. S. Reynolds Memorial Award for the best 
use of aluminum. 


The Reynolds firm, incidentally, with considerable 
fanfare, this month will open its new, striking 
home office building at Richmond, Va. Figuring 
importantly in all of the national magazine photo- 
graphy is a $40,000 landscaping job accomplished 
by our advertiser, Gustin Gardens, Inc. 


See Historic Drawings By March 8 


The exhibition of original architectural drawings 
and related material in the gallery of the Octagon 
will continue through Saturday, March 8. This is 
the unusual exhibit arranged to coincide with the 
annua! meeting of the Society of Architectural 
Historians. 


News of Chapter Members 


The Case of the Insouciant Bell Captain 


The most private exhibit of architectural designs 
ever held in the history of A. IL. A. has been con- 
ducted by Eliott & MacIntire. In fact, no one 
saw it at all. 


This was not the idea of Ben and Andy who had 
slaved for two weeks getting a special exhibit of 
church drawings and models ready for the Mission 
Board of the Methodist Church meeting at the 
Willard Hote!. It was entirely that — and sloppy 
public relations — on the part of the hotel's bell 


Armed with all possible, factual material supporting the Chap- 
ter’s proposal for a course in architecture at the University of 
Maryland, this committee has made its proposal to the Univers- 
ity's President, Dr. Wilson H. Elkins. Pleased at their recep- 
tion are, from left, Andrew H. Maclntire, Chairman, Special 
Study Committe; Ted Englehardt, Chapter President and 
George H. Schoneberger, Jr. To George, the official A. 1. A. 
action is especially pleasing. From the time he was a student 
at the University he has been urging the establishment of a 
Maryland school of architecture. 


Delmar Is Where He Belongs 

After years as an Associate member, and more 
than qualifying himself in every way, Eugene A. 
Delmar is now welcomed as a corporate member 
of the Chapter. He continues with Ronald S. Sen- 
seman. 


Nice Work When You Can Get It 


Our Secretary Stanley H. Arthur is enjoying trips 
to the Bahamas. He is the architect for a new 
hotel en the Island ef Eleuthera. (How about 
convincing the owners your reporter should cover 
this for Bahamas publicity ?) 


Stan has more ell ow room in new offices at 7989 
Norfolk Ave. 


Andburg Is Speaker 

Another group of students is now better informed 
abcut the architect. On their “Career Night” 
Eric W. Andburg addressed the students of Whea- 
ton High School on “Architecture”. 


captain who was entrusted with the drawings for 
delivery to the Board. 


On the last afternoon of the meeting the archi- 
tectural team visited the exhibition to view all 
drawings and hear the verdict on their own which 
were nowhere in sight. A house detective turned 
up the E & M’s still unwrapped masterpieces in 
the bell captain’s closet. 


Moral: When you take your work to the Biennial 
Competition don’t give it to an Indian Spring 
Country Club waiter. He might have his mind on 
an order for something on the rocks and a fat tip. 


ADVERTISERS . . . 


ARCHITECTURAL CONCRETE 


Earley Studio, Inc. 


Applied and Precast Plastic Mosales 


Box 9747, Rosslyn, Va. JA 5-5108 


Tecfab, Inc. 


Precast structural insulating panels und 
window wall systems. Plastic 
tile facings. 

Beltsville, Md. 


Mosaic and 


WE 5-3116 


BUILDING EQUIPMENT AND 
MATERIALS 
James A. Cassidy Co., Inc. 


Building Products. Modernfold Doors 


8th and Lawrence Sts., N.E. HU 3-8300 


Cushwa Brick and Building Supply Co. 


Building Materials 
137 Ingraham St. 


N.E., Wash. TU 2-1000 


The Hampshire Corporation 


Acoustical Tile, Plastering, Flooring 
Partitions, Roof Deck 


4626 Annapolis Rd., Bladensburg 


UN 4-0300 


National Brick & Supply Co., Inc. 


High Pressure Block 
High Pressure Concre| 
Dox Floor Plank, Terra 
Washington II, D. C. 


TU 2-1700 


Mount Vernon Clay Products Co. 
800 Hamlin St. N. E. Washington 17, D. C. 

DE 2-6267 
Pittsburgh Corning Corp. 


PC Glass Blocks and Foamglass Insulation 
Wash., C. A. Golladay LA 6-4800 


United Clay Products Company 


Alwintite Windows, Bricks, Carrier Air 
Conditioners. Johns-Manville, and Bryant 
931 Investment Bldg., Wash. DI 7-7087 


The Washington Brick Company 


Modular Masonry Materials 
6th and Decatur Sts., N.E., Wash. 


TU 2-3200 


CARPENTRY AND MILLWORK 
Jordan Lumber & Millwork Co. 


Lumber and Millwork 

Aist and Utah Ave., Brentwood UN 4-0607 

Silver Spring Building Supply Co. 

Lumber, Stock & Special Millwork, Builders 

Hardware & Paint 

8226 Georgia Ave. at Ripley St.. Silver Spring 
JU 3-2300 


Wheaton Lumber Co. 


Doors, Mouldings, 
Hardware 
2602 Blueridge Ave., 


Millwork, Paints & 


Wheaton, Md. 


LO 5-3300 


FURNISHINGS AND EQUIPMENT 


Baird Seating Company 
Designers and Distributors, Fi 
Churches. Schools. Publie Buil 
Baltimore 23, Md. 


rniture for 
ngs 


Food Service Equipment Company 


Washington's Oldest Mfgr. of Kitchen 
Equipment for Restaurants & Schools 
4908 Lawrence St., Bladensburg, Md. 


Jesse J. Hamp Company 
Laboratory Furniture. Chalkboards 
Tackboards and Aluminum Trim 

1800 No. Charles St.. Baltimore 1, Md. 


Klon Row 


Sanymetal & Weis Toilet Partitions 


5220 Watson St., Wash. EM 3-5640 


Page-Kaufman Seating Company 
Factory Repersentatire 

Furniture and Stained G 
PO. Box 8, Severna Park, Md. 


GENERAL 
Cupples Products Corp. 


Commercial and R 
Aluminum Windos 
Cupples Curtain Walls 

1024 Dupont Circle Bidg. 


Church 


Sev. Pk. 395 


idential 


AD 4-3583 
Builders Hardware Corp. 


Architectural Hardware Consultant 
Builders, Finishing Hardware 


7120 Hager La., Bethesda, Md. OL 6-6800 
James H. Carr, Inc. 

Prefabricated Structural Timber. 

Glulam, Trussed Rafters, Trusses 

2138 P St., N.W.. Wash. AD 4-7979 


Phil Dieterich 


Manufacturers Representative—Aluminum 
Windows, Sliding Glass Doors, Curtain Walls 
7727 Old Chester Rd., Beth., Md. OL 4-7227 


Fenestra, Incorporated 

Steel Windows, Hollow Metal Doors, 
Building Panels and Roof Decks 

6035 Blair Rd., N.W., Wash. I1, D.C. 
Fries, Beall & Sharp Company 


Representative of Sargent & Co. 


734 10th St., N.W., Wash. EX 3-1100 
Haughton Elevator Co. 

Passenger and Freight Elevators. 
Dumbwalters, Moving Stai 

2117 K St, N.W., 'Wash. RE 7-1213 


Hope's Windows, Inc. 


The Finest in Metal Windows 
1820 No. Nash St., Arlington, Va. 


D. A. Hubbard Co. 


A 


5-8910 


na Steel Products Corp.. Milwaukee 
tamping Co., Panelfab Aluminum Doors, 
Frames. Insulated Panels 

4709 Montgomery La., Beth., Md. OL 2-8425 
OL 6-4985 


Floyd E. Koontz 


Pella — Wood Folding Doors & Windows 
Miami Medicine Cabinets & Mirrors 
3259 K St. N. W., Wash. D. C. 


FE 3-2900 
Rose Brothers Co. 


For Roofing & Sheet Metal Work—Serring the 
Washington-Metropolitan Area since 1892— 
fice and Pisnt— 

I9th St. & Ft. Meyer Dr., Arlington JA 2-1223 


The Shade Shop 


Venetian Blinds, Window Shades, Folding 
Doors 
2214-16 M St., N.W., Wash. RE 7-6262 


Standard Supplies, Inc. 


Everything for the Building Trades—Wholesale 
Plumbing, Heating. Mill Supplies 
110 E. Middle Lane, Rockville 


T. M. Woodall, Inc. 


Plastering and 


PO 2-4341 


Acoustical Treatment 
Ju 9-3811 


GENERAL CONTRACTORS AND 
BUILDERS 


Altimont Bros. Inc. 
4929 Bethesda Avenue, Bethesda 14, Md. 
oL 


2-2662 


E. A. Baker Company, Inc. 
Builders 


6480 Slige Mill Rd., Takoma Park JU 5-8564 


Demory Brothers 


General Building Contractors 


Gaithersburg, Md. Galth. 1066 


Marvin J. Duncan and Co, 
General Contractors 
10313 Kensington Pkwy, Kens., Md. LO 4-7075 


Eisen - Magers Construction Co., Inc. 


General Contractors - Commercial & 

Iestustrial Construction 

145 Kennedy St. N. W.. Wash. II. D. C. 
Tu 2-3838 

Hill and Kimmel, Inc. 

General Contractors 

8248 Georgia Ave., Silver Spring JU 5-3911 

Martin Brothers 

General Building Contractors 

1609 Conn. Ave.. Wash., 9 HO 2-0126 

Muth Brothers, Builders 

4859 Cordell Ave., Bethesda, Md. OL 2-5113 


North American Contracting Corp. 


zeneral Contractors 


1526 Connecticut Ave. N. W. Wash. 6, D. C. 


CO 5-2060 
E. A. Pessagno, Inc. 
Engineers and Contractors 
169 Danbury St., S.W., Wash. 24 JO 1-2400 


Eugene Simpson & Bro. 


300 Montgomery St., Alexandria, Va. 


KI 8-4700 
Warthen & Ward 


General Contractors 
10410 Montgomery Ave., Kensington LO 5-1168 


LANDSCAPING 
A. Gude Sons, Co. 


Complete Landscaping Service 


Box 312, Rockville PO 2-6141 


Gustin Gardens, Inc. 


Architectural Landscaping 
Expertly Accomplished 
Rockville Pike & Old Georgetn. Rd. WH 6-5600 


MASONRY 
A. Myron Cowell, Inc. 
Masonry Contractor JU 9-4580 
8416 Ramsey Ave., Silver Spring JU 9-3340 


PAINT 


Cunningham Paint Company 


Distributors: PVA Muraltone in 
175 Colors for Ali Interlor and 
Exterior Masonry Walls. 

1236 — 20th St., N. W. 


W. R. Winslow Co, 


Distributors for: Benjamin Moore, Samuel 
Cabot. and National Gypsum, Winslows' 
Products 

922 New York Ave., N.W., Wash. 


ME 8-2670 


NA 8-8610 
PLUMBING & HEATING 


American Radiator and Standard 


Sanitary Corp. 


Specifications for Plumbing and Heating 
8641 Colesville Rd., Silver Spring JU 7-6600 


Donald W. Bower, Inc. 


Plumbing, Heating and Air Conditioning 

Evinrude Motors, Boats and Trailers 

4920 Livingston Rd., S. E. Wash. 21, D. C. 
Lo 7-8090 


Crane Co. 


Manufacturers and Wholesalers of Plumbing, 
Heating. Kitchens, Pipe, Valves, Fittings 
10700 Hanna St., Beitsville, Md. WE 5-4600 


G. Leonard Daymude & Co., Inc. 


Mechanical Contractors 
10313 Kensington Pkwy., Kens., Md. LO 5-8970 


SPECIAL SERVICES 


Cooper Trent 


KEF g and Drafring Suppl 
Complete Iep tion Services 
4703 Hampicn La., Bethesda, Md. OL 


Foundation Test Service, Inc. 
F 


ation Investigations 
ing, Auger Probe Boring 
es J. Schnabel. Gen. Mer 

1695 Kennedy PI., N.W., ‘Wash. RA 


t Borings, 
Rock Dri 


Gene Glasgow Associates 
Advertising and Public Relations. 
Specialists in Serving Architects, Bi 
and Suppliers 

200 Kensington Office Bldg. Lo 


Leet-Melbrook, Inc. 


Blueprints, Architectural Photos, Draftin 
Suppl 
950 Sligo Ave., Silver Spring Ju 


Locke Studio 


Architectural Photography—Binck and W 
or Color 


1114 14th St, N.W., Wash. EX 


Mohican Engineering Services 


Linen Reproductions, Drafting Supplies, 
Blueprints. Printing 
853 Pershing Dr., Silver Spring JU 


Palmer Insurance Agency 


Architects and Engineers Business Liabi 
and Valuable Papers Insurance 

933 Gist Ave., Silver Spring 1u 
Joseph P. Sullivan 

Estimating Services on Government 


and Private Projects 
323 Luzon Avenue, N. 


Washington, D. C. RA 


J. Paul Sullivan 


stimating and Cost Analysis on 
jovernment or Private Projects 
6323 Luzon Ave., N. W., ‘Wash. TU 2 


Tile Mfgrs. Assn. of America 


Fawin B. Morris 

1604 K St, N.W., Wash. NA 
STONE 

McLeod & Romberg Stone Co., 

46th & Webster, Bladensburg WA 


R. B. Phelps Stone Company 


Building Stone—Over Ialf a Century 
of Continuous Service 


2501 9th St., N.E., Wash. 
STRUCTURAL STEEL 
C. R. Coxeter and Company 


Mavomber Steel Products 
918 Ellsworth Dr.. Silver Spring JU 


TILE 
O. R. Armstrong 


U. S. Ceramic Tile Co. 
The Sparta Ceramic Co. 
2742 S. Buchanan St., Arlington 6, V 

KI 


A. D'Arcangelo Tile Co. 


Albert D°Arcangelo—Owner 
Tile — Marble — Terrazzo 
7501 Halleck St., District Heights. M 

RE 


The Mosaic Tile Co. 


Tile Manufacturer 

Ware House and Showroom 

607 S. Ball St., Arlington, Va. 

OT 4-5553 oT 


Standard Art, Marble & Tile Co. 


Scagliola, Marble, Mosaic, Terrazzo, Til 
Ceramic, Slate 
"7 D St, 


N.W., Wash. NA 


